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Maran, 
HA EN I gave up the following haſty 
and unfiniſhed Diſcourſe, to the Gen- 
tlemen Hxecutors with you, I ſoon 
determind to inſiribe it to your 
Name, not to renew your Gricf, which I 
know is heavy, and fear may make too deep 
an impreſſion upon your tender Spirit, but as 
a publick Teftimony of my hearty Sympathy 
with you and yours. ; 
" The Hand of GOD has touch'd you in a 
very ſenſible Part; but the Cunſideration that 
2  zt 7s His Hand, influences you, as indeed it 
2 ought, to a becoming Submiſſion and Refigna- 
tion, Now that He has taken away the 
Delight of your Eyes with a Stroke, I pray 
Him to lift up the Light of His Countenance 
upon you, and to give you the unſpeakable 
Conſolation, which reſults from a good Hope 
thro Grace, of ſuch an Eſpouſal to your Sa- 
viour, as even Death it ſelf cannot difſobve' 
Four Bereavement 1s alſe à public one. 
And the general Mourning may help ſome- 
thing to aſſwage yours. To be ſure it gives 
you the advantage, which I know you vale, 
of many Prayers put up ts Heaven, for you 
and thuſe who are neareſt to you. 5 
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DEDICATION. 


But the eſpecial Confolation, which I de- 
fre to take Part with you in, is, That you 
40 not mourn as without Hope. J and 
many others are Witneſſes to his grave De- 
portment in his Family, his Care to keep up 
Religious Worſhip in it, and his conftant 
reverend Regard to GO D's Day & Houſe. 
In theſe Things I hope his Sons will be 
Followers of bim; as alſo in his moderate 
pacific Temper and Principles as to religious 
Matters. Colonel Tailer was indeed an 
Enemy to Bigotry and Uncharitableneſs. Of 
this his Attendance on the public worſhip in 
Dorcheſter / frequently on the Lord's-Days, 
and his Countenance to and Friendſhip with 
the worthy Paſtor. of the Church there, was 
a conſpicuous proof. 

May all the tender Branches of your Fa- 
mily be early ingrafted intoChriſt, and prove 
Plants of Renown in whom GO D may be 
glorified! May they inherit much of the good | 
Sirit of Stoughton, one of the Familys they 
have the Honor to deſcend from! And may 
your broken Health be reſtored in Favour 20 
them, and their Lives contina'd as Blefjings 
to yo! Theſe, Madam, are the Unfeigned 
Defires of many, bejides | 


Your Sympathiſing Kinſman, 
and humble Servant, 


William Cooper. 
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HOW wuch leſs Man that is a form: 
and the Son of Man which is a Worm? 


H E providence of GOD in the 
ſurpriſing death of that honour- 
able perſon, whoſe remains were 
= attended to his ſepulchre yeſter- 
4 day, has led me to theſe words 
1 for this lecture. 


The ſuperiour ſtation he was in, even the 
ſecond in the civil rank. The uſe GOD was 
pleas'd to make of him in a yariety of public 
important ſervices, for ſome conſiderable time 
as the Commander in Chief of the Province, 

7” When 


2 Man a Worm, and 
when the prudence, juſtice, and moderation of 
his adminiſtration, were generally acknow- 
ledg d. His love to his country, and zeal for 
his prince, expreſs d in his often expoſing him- 
ſelf in difficult and dangerous military expedi- 
tions, by fea and Iand, againſt the enemies of 
both. The courage, fidelity, and honour, with 
which he diſcharg'd his public truſts ; the can- 
dour, ſincerity, and obliging condeſcention of 
his private friendſhips. The uncommon love 
of his people while he liv'd, and their univer- 
fal lamentation at his death. His catholic 
temper & principles, which led him to eſteem 
all good men, and frequently to join in reli- 
gious exerciſes with chriftians of a different 
denomination. His tender regards to theſe 
churches, tho' not of their communion; his 
reſpectſul treatment of the miniſters of them 
upon all occaſions; and his reyerend deyout 
attendance upon the word and prayer in this 
aſſembly, when he was in Town on our 
lecture-days: Theſe things call upon us, to 
mourn his deceaſe in his place. Nor would 
my own particular relation to him, and affecti- 
on for him, excuſe me from dropping this mall 
Zear over his grave ; where we ſhall now 
leave him, to Jeep, and not riſe, till the Hea- © 
dens be no mure: And where his duſt will 
mingle with the precious duſt of honourable 
STOUGHTON, and venerable DAN FTORTN 


| laid up there before, waiting the reſurrection 
of the Juſt, | 


\ 


In 


the Son of Man a Worn. 4; 


In this unexpected death, we have an affect- 
ing inſtance of what our text tells, T hat mar 
15 a worm, and the ſon of man, tho he be in 
honour, but à worm. With theſe words 
therefore give me leave to iniprove the ſad 
providence at this time, in a plain, ſerious, 
and practical diſcourſe from them. 

This ſhort chapter contains a third confer- 
ence, argument or diſpute, which Hildad had 
with Fob. But here he quite waves the point 
that had been in queſtion, concerning the proſ- 

rity of the wicked, and only endeavours to 
poſſeſs Fob with high and honourable tho'ts 
of GOD, and with low and mean ones of him- 
ſelf. Fob had juſt before made a ſolemn appeal 
to heaven, wiſhing that he might have admit- 
tance to GOD himſelf, and liberty to plead 
his cauſe at the divine tribunal. - chap. 23. 3, 
4,5. O that I knew where I might find him! 
that I might come even to his ſeat! I would 
order my cauſe before him, and fill my mouth 
with arguments. I would know the words 
which be would anſwer me, and underſtand 
what he would ſay unto me. Bildad think- 
ing him too bold and confident in this, ſets be- 
ſore him in a ſew words, for his fear and hu- 
miliation, the greatneſs and majeſty of GOD, 
and mans meaneſs and vileneſs. This is the 
ſum and ſcope of this ſnort chapter. 


B He 


Ny 


— . | 
4 Man à Worm, and 


He firſt ſpeaks very great, high, and awful 
things of GOD, in the two firſt verſes, Do- 


minton and fear are with him, he maketh 


peace in his high places. Is there any num- 
ber of his armies ? ard upon whom doth not 
his light ariſe © Theſe were words fitly 
ſpoken to poſſeſs Fob with a reverence of 
GOD, and to check any rude reflections upon 
his government and conduct, 


Then he ſpeaks low, mean, and humbling 
things of may, in the three following verſes, 
How then can man be juſtified with God? 
or how can he be clean that is born of a 
woman © Behold, even to the moon, and it 
fhineth not; yea the ſtars are not pure in his 
ght. How much leſs man that is a worm- 
and the ſon of man which is a worm ? This 


is an inference from what he had ſaid before 


concerning the dominion and fear of GOD, the 
number of his armies, & the ſhining of his light 
every where. As if he had ſaid,“ Seeing OD 
is ſo great and glorious, ſo awful and terrible, 
of ſuch power and majeſty, how dare you, 
or any man living, reſer to his judgment 
with ſuch confidence of being juſtified before 
Him? Man at a diftance from GOD, may 
look upon himſelf pure and righteous, but 
ſurely when he comes near to GOD, and ſees 
himſelf in His glorious light, ſuch ſpots and 
impurities will appear in him, as that he can 


ncver juſtifie himſelf before Him. J 
5 Ad 


the Son of Man a Worm. 5 


And further to beat down the confidence 
and preſumption of Fob, he bids him conſider 
ſome things, which, tho' far aboye him, were 
far below GOD. "Behold, even to the moon 
and it ſhineth not, and the ſtars are not pure 
in his ſight. As if he had ſaid, © The moon 
and ſtars, thoſe glorious lamps of heaven, 
which the heathen were ſo charm'd with the 
' ſight of, as to worſhip them, yet in GOD's 
' ſight, in compariſon with him, they ſhine not 
at all; as the clear light of the fun when it is 
= riſcn, puts out that of the moon and ſtars: 
4 they are all before him but clouds and dark- 
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neſs, but clods of earth and dirt. Be aſham'd 
of then, and altoniſh'd at thy own folly, O 
| Fob, in putting thy ſelf upon a tryal before a 
being of ſuch infinite purity and brightneſs. 
> For if ſuch bright and beauteous creatures as 
1 they ſhine not before GOD, how much leſs 
man that is à worm, and the ſon of man 
' evhich is a Worm. + 
j In theſe words we have a very bumbling 
and debaſing compariſon of man. Bildad here 
layeth man as low as he can ; and ſhows that 
he is ſo far below the ſtars, —_ he is as low 
as a worm, © What is a worm? what a dark 
dull thing is a worm to a ſtar? yet that is not 
ſo dull a thing to a ſtar, as a ſtar is to GOD. 
Therefore if the ſtars be not pure in his ſight 
how much leſs man that is a worm? 
B 2 | A 


t vid. Cary! & Hen. in loc. 


This word, Mr. Cary/ obſerves, is us 


Man a Morm, and 


A worm is one of the meaneſt creatures; 
and the word here us'd ſignifies the meaneſt of 
worms; even thoſe little worms, which breed 
in fleſh, * or in bodies that are corrupted, 

d, in 
Exod. 16. 20, where it is ſaid of the mannga, 


that was kept contrary to the command of 


GOD, that it bred worms. Such a worm is 
man. And the fon of man which is a 
Worm. Here's the ſame thing doubled, to 
aſſure us of the truth and certainty of it. The 


{on of man, that is, any man, be he who he 


will, high or low, rich or poor, learned or un- 
learned ; they of the ſons of men, who are in 
ſome reſpects diſtinguiſh'd from others, are alike 
in this, they are all worms, The word for 
Worm in this latter branch, is a different word 
in the Hebre m, and is by ſome rendred a ver- 
uin. Heie's the ſtate of man ſince the fall; 
he is a Worm, a Vermin ; not only ſomething 


low but vile, not only deſpicable but deteſt- 


able. | 
Let the Doctrine now be, 


AM AN, the higheſt and greateſt of Men, 
may very juſtly be compar'd to a worm, 
to the meaneſt Worm. 


The ſcripture has many compariſons to de- 


bace and humble man; to ſet forth his meaneſs, 
frailty 


» * 


Sec Pools Snap. Caty l, and the Ergliſi Annot. 
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the Son of Man a Worm. P 


1 er x vileneſs. Some times we have him 
compar'd to and call'd duſt. Gen. 3. 19. Duſt 
4 | thou art, and unto duſs ſhalt thou Ars 
; Sometimes to the graſs, or a flower of the 

* field, that to day groweth up and Houriſheth, 

but to morrow is cut down and withereth. 

* Pfal. 103. 15, 16. As for man, bis days are 
4 graſs : as à flower of the field, fo be 
* flouriſheth. For the wind paſſeth over it, 
and it is gone; and the place thereof ſhall 
> know it no more. Ia. 40. 6, 7. The voice 
aid, cry. And he ſaid, what ſhall Icy? All 
* fleſh is graſs, and all the goodneſs thereof is 

as the flower of the field. The graſs wither- 


| eth, the flower fadeth ; becauſe the ſpirit of 


7 | the Lord bloweth upon it: ſurely the people 
* 7s graſs. Sometimes to a ſhadow that has 
nothing of reality and ſubſtance, that never 
continues in one ſtay, in one ſhape, and is 
quickly paſſing away. Job 14. begin. Man 
þ that is born of a woman, is of fer yr and 
full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, 
and is cut down: he fleeth alſo as a ſhadow, 
and continueth not. Sometimes he is com- 
2 par'd to that which is even leſs then a ſhadow, 
to nothing at all: and not only are ſingle 
7 perſons, but nations, yea all nations together, 
diminiſh'd and leflen'd by ſuch a compariſon, 
* Ita, 40. 17. All nations before him are as 
1 nothing, and they are counted to him leſs 
3 than nothing, 2 vanity. 


| But 


* 


8 Man a Worm, and 


But to keep to the compariſon in the tet 
of a Worm. And here I ſhall ſay ſomething, * 
i. To ſtate and limit the compariſon. 2. To 
#luſtrate and juſtiſie it. And 3. to improve 
and apply it. 


I. To fate and /imit the compariſon, I 1 
wou'd lay, That man conſidered in himſelf, © 
and in bis firſt tate, is a very noble and ex- 
cellent creature. He was made by GOD © 
the top of this lower creation, but a little 
lower than the angels, crowned with glory 7 
and honour. His body indeed was taken out 
of the earth, but he had a rational immortal 
foul breath'd into him by GOD, by which 
he is allied to the angels, and akin to the hea- 
venly world. He was made in the image of 
GOD, in the likeneſs of his glorious maker, 


ia Knowledge, righteouſpeſs, and true holineſs. | 


As he was made above the other creatures, 


| fo to have dominion over them. All things * 


were put under his feet, He was made for 
immortality, tho' indeed capable of dying; 
made for communion with GOD here, and 
for the everlaſting enjoyment of him hercafſ- 
ter. Such a noble excellent creature is man, 
conſider' d in himſelf, and in his firſt ſtate, and 
compar'd with the brute creatures. When he 
is therefore compar'd to a worm, it is in com- 
pariſon with GOD, and the holy angels, and 
eſpecially conſider'd in his fallen ſtate. F 


2. We 


the Son of Man a Worm. © 9 | 
2, We come now to juſtify and illuſtrate 


this compariſon, and to ſhow wherezn, 


how it, man is compar'd to a worm. No 


wrong is done dim herein, nor is he too much 
” humbled and debaſed by it. Man is fitly 


compar'd to a worm, if we conſider him in his 
original and extraction, in his preſent fate 
and condition, and in his end and diſſolution. 


1. Man isa worm conſider'd in his original 
and extraction. He ſprang from the carth as 
the worms do. From thence his body was 
taken. Gen. 3. 7. And the Lord God formed 
man of the duſt of the ground. Nothing more 
deſpicable than the matter of which man's 
body was made. He was made of the duſt of 
the ground, “a very unlikely thing to make 
man of, but the ſame infinite power that 
made the world of nothing, made man its 
maſter- piece of next to nothing. He 
was made of duſt, ſuch as is upon the ſurface 
of the earth. Probably not dry duſt, but 
moiſtn'd (as ſome think) with that miſt which 
went up from the earth, and watered the 


whole face of the ground, Gen. 2. 6. He was 


made, ſays one, + not of gold duſt, powder of 
pearl, or diamond duſt, bur common duſt, duſt 
of the ground, ſuch as the worms of the earth 
ipring from. Hence the firſt man, Adam, 
| 18 
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10 . Man a rn, and 


is ſaid to be of the earth, earthy, 1Cor. 15. 47. 
And now ſo ncar an affinity is there between 
the earth and our earthly parents, that our 
mother's womb out of which we were born, is 
call'd the earth. Pal. 139. 15. My ſubſtance 
Was not hid from thee, when I was made 
in ſecret ; and curiouſly wrought in the Joweſt 
Þ parts of the earth. Thus man is a worm in 
4 his original and extraction; he is from the 
| | 
| 


earth as the worm is, 


. — — 


2. Aan is a wor confider'd in his preſent 
ftate and condition, = 
| And here, | 
N 1. He lives #po the earth, and from is, 
4 very much as the worms do. We dwell in 
| houſes of clay, and our foundation is in the 
| - duſt, 70 4. ry, As we were made out of 
the earth at hiit, ſo we arc maintain'd and 
ſupported by what comes out of the earth. 
From thence our food comes by the power and 
providence of GOD. Job 28. 5. As for the 
earth, out of it cometh bread; that bread 
which ſtrengthneth man's heart, and is under 
GOD the Raff of life. Or if we eat the al- 
led ox, that is fed and ſuſtain'd by the graſs 
and corn which grow out of the earth. 1 
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2. Man is weak as à worm, unable to 
help himſelf, and caſily cruſh'd. A worm is a 
very impotent creature; unable to reſiſt, or 


make defence. What can a worm do to pre- 
ſerve 


4 


. ay, aw FL. A T- WW 
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the Son of Man a Worm. 11 


ſerve it {elf from hurt, injuries and death? It 
is in danger from every foot that comes along. 
And how unable is man to be his own preſer- 
ver? He wou'd bedeſtroyed every day, and 
every moment, if GOD were not his ſhield 
and defence. He is as eaſily cruſnh'd, as a moth 
between ones fingers, or a worm under our feet. 
A man is almoſt as ſoon kill'd as a moth or a 
worm. Yea, he is evencruſb'd beſore a moth ; 


= by a thing as ſmall & contemptible, if arm'd 


and commiſhon'd by the great GOD to deſtroy 
bim. Job 4. 14, 20. How much leſs on 
them that dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe 


foundation is in the duſt, which are cruſbed 


before the moth. They are deſtroyed from 


morning to evening: they periſh forever, 
without any regarding it. Thus, if tome flow, 
# ſecret, hidden diſtemper, which conſumes like 


a moth, has a warrant to ſeiſe him, he 


cannot reſiſt it, with all the natural ſtrength 


and vigour he has, nor with all the aſſiſtance 
others can afford him, but is in a little time 


brought down by it to the duſt of death. We 
may here not unaptly bring in thoſe words of 
2 GOD by the Prophet, Hol. 5.12,13. Therefore 
ill 7 beuntoEphraim as a moth, & to the houſe 


/ Fudah as rottenneſs. When Ephraimſaw 


his ſickneſs, and Fudah ſaw his wound, then 


3 went Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, and ſent ts 
king Fareb : yet could he not heal you, nor 
eure you of your Wound, | 


G 3. The 


12 


Worm has natural. We were hatch'd in pu- 
trefaction, Pſal. 51. 5. Behold, I was ſbapen 


Lord looked down from heaven upon the chil- 


did underſtand and ſeek God. They are all 
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hurt in the world, in their generation, and in 


Man à Vorn, and 


3. The worm is a dirty filthy creature, 
ſo is man. We have moral pollution, as the 


2 
3 


ininiquily: and in fin did my mother conceive © 


ame, Job 14. 4. I hocanbring'a clean thing 
out of an unclean ? not one. And we have 
liv'd in corruption; are defiled with actual, as 
well as original ſin; with many actual tranſ- 
greſſions the natural product of habitual cor- 
ruption. This makes us more odious in the 
eyes of GOD's holineſs, than the moſt filthy 
worm, full of rottenneſs and corruption, is in | 
ours. Job 15. 16. How much more abomina- | 
ble and filthy is man, which drinteth in i- 
niquity like water ? Pal. 14. 2, 3. The | 


aren of men; to ſee if there were any that | 


gone aſide, they are ALTOGETHER BE= 
COME FILTHY. Zech. 11. 8. My ſoul 


loathed them. 
4. Worms are, ſome of them, nox:0us and 


hurtful ; they do much damage many times, 
to food and other things. And, in this reſpect 
finfut finn ing men, are worms; they do much 


the places where they live. Many are not 
only the unprofitable burdens of the carth, | 
but the peſts and troublers of the times and 
places in which they are. Agreably we are 
told, Eccl. 9. 18, One ſinner deftroys much 


good. 8 Thus 


the Son of Man a Worm. FE 13 


Thus man, conſider'd in his preſent ſlate. 
& condition, is a worm. He lives upon the 
earth and from it, as the worms do. He is 
weak as a worm, and eaſily cruſh'd. The worm 
is a filthy deteſtable creature, and man by fin 
is become abominable to GOD, odious to 
his holineſs. Some worms are noxious and 
hurtful, and /oxze of the ſinſul children of men, 
do much damage, deſtroy much good. 


3. Man conſidered in his end and diſſoluti- 
on is like a worm. He is haſtening to cor 
ruption. He is returning ſoon to the caxth ; 
according to that ſentence, Gen. 3. 19, In the 
ſweat of thy face thou ſhalt eat bread, till 
thou return ts the ground, for out of it waſt 


thou taken; for duſt thou art, and unto dulb 


ſpalt thou return. When the body is for- 
faken of the foul that now inhabits it, as in 


2 little timet it will, it ſelf becomes a lump of 


duſt, and then will be lodg'd in the grave, the 
proper place for it, and mingle with common 
duſt, Plal, 104. 29. Thou takeſt away their 
breath, they die, and return to their duſt. 
The grave is the houſe. of worms, When 
we go to it, it will be worm to Worm. There 
we ſhall be the companion of worms, an af- 
ſociate of worms, one of the ſame family and 


7 <ouſe with them. Job 17. 14. I have ſaid 


to corruption, Thou art my father : to the 
worm, Thou art my mother, and my fiter. 
We are indeed of the ſame family and houte 
72 C 2 now, 


ply it 


Ranch live in and upon us now; ad. as We 
live together, ſo we ſhall die and go down into 
the pit together, and there diſſol ve and reſt to- 
gether in the duſt : only they will a little out- 


live us in the grave,” There we ſhall tea 


2ſt for worms, for ſometime. Job 24. 20. 
The'worm Hall feed ſeweetly on him. And 
there we ſhall be at eaſe and in ſafety as are 
the worms. The earth is a zefiring place for 
worms, into which they run & hide themſelves 
when: evil threatens them. Such is the grave 
to the people of GOD. There the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling; there the foot of vio- 
lence ſhall no more trample on them, all the 
ſtorms and tempeſts of this world blow over 
them. Fob therefore prays, O that thou 
wwouldit hide me in the grave, that thou 
T2wonld(t keep me ſecret, wntil thy wrath be paſt ! 

Thus man is a worm, conſider d in his i- 
nal and extraction, in his preſent fate and 
condition, and in his end and difſolution. And 
this for the ſecond thing, the jaſtſying and 
uſfirating this compariſor. of man to a worm, 

We come now, 
3. In the third place, to improve and 27 


1. Let us reflect then and think, How is man 
* and degraded by fin | 
Man 
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Man in the ſtate of creation was the chief 
piece of the viſible world, above all the crea- 
tures in it, next to the angels, thoſe ſons of 
G00, and bright morning ſtars that ſhine in 
the firmament of glory. But how art thou 
fallen ! as low as the loweſt of the creatures !. 
Thou art not only as à beuſt, but as a'woim 
before Him: art come to be upon a level 
with the worm that crawls on the earth, and 


lives in the bowels of it! O! how is the gold 


become dim, and the fine gold changed! We, 
who in our firſt creation, were purer than 
nod, whiter than milk, more ruddy than 
rubies, and our poliſhing exceeding. that, f 
ſaphire, have our vi/age now become-blacker 
than a coal, our comelineſs turn'd into defof- 
2 mity & loathſomeneſs, our majeſty into con- 
2 tempt and meanneſs; alluding to that in Tam. 
4. 7, 8. Man being in honour abideth not, 
Plal. 49. 12. That lamentation now ſutes 

our mouths, Lam. 5.16, The crown is fallen. 
from our head : wo unto us that we have 
ſinned, For had man kept his integrity, we 
may ſuppoſe he had not been humbled with 
this compariſon of a worm. But now he is. 
not only a worm, but worſe then a worm. 

For a worm has only natural, no moral pol- 


7 lution: whereas man has moral pollution, he 
pollution of fin, which is worſe than any na- 
tural pollution, and is the only thing that 
renders him vile and abominable before GOD 
and the holy angels, kn” TH 


2, Let 
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2. Let this conſideration that man is a 
worm, and the ſon of man, a worm, keep us 
how and humble in our own eyes, and ſerve 
to hide pride from us. | 


We are very apt to think of our ſelves a- 


bove what is meet; and one to boaſt himſelf 


over another. But how unſutable is this 
among worms, who are of the ſame earthy 
Original, of the ſame earthy conſtitution, whoſe 
foundation is alike in the duſt, & who are alike 
returning to it? O! what little reaſon have 
any to be proud, what great reaſon have all to 
be humble! when the bladder, the foul bloat of 
Pride, begins to ſwell in us at any time, on the 


account of any contempt or neglect which 


others may ſhew us, let us repel or prick iy 
with this conſideration, I am 4 worm, a crea- 
ture that inſtead of being honour'd, deſerves 
to be deſpis d, deteſted, yea cruſh'd. 

We are to learn of CHRIST, to learn humi- 
lity of Him. And how did he think & ſpeak of 
himſelf, when he took part of fleſh & blood, 

ppear'd in our nature, and ftood in ſinners 
room ? 'Tho' he was the ſon of the higheſt, 
God over all bleſſed for ever, and tho't it no 
robbery to be equal with God, yet taking up- 
on him the form of a ſervant, and being made 
in the likeneſs of man, he ſays of himſelf, 
Pal. 22. 6, But I am a worm, and no man, 

& reproach of men, and deſpiſed of t he people. 
He not only confeſsd that he was a worm, 
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becauſe a man as we are, but a worm and no 
man. How ought we then to abaſe ourſelves? 
Let the ſame mind be in us that was in Chriff 
Jeſus. Our glorious ſaviour ſpake of himſelf 
as a worm and no man; but ſome of the chil- 
dren of men are apt to think themſelves more 
then men, that they approach near to a 
deity, and are of a ſuperiour nature to the reſt 
of their fellow mortals. Such will GOD be- 
bold afar off ; He will rej ſuch proud ones, 
mortiftie 'em ſoonet or later, and pour con- 
tempt upon 'em, as he did upon Aerod, that 
haughty king. He fo far forgot himſelf, as t 
fancy he was more then a man; when the \ 
people cried out, It is the voice of God, and 
not of man, he took thoſe undue praiſes to 
himſelf. But the angel of the Lord ſmote 
him, becauſe he gave not GOD the glory; 
and to convince him and his flatterers, that 
he was a worm, or leſs then a worm, he was 
himſelf eaten of worms, and gave up the 
ghoſt, Acts 12.22, 23. Indeed civil rulers are 
titular gods, and lifted up above their fellow 
creatures. There is a great diſtance between 
a prince and his ſubject while living, between 
rulers and ruled,and it ought to be kept : and 
there are proper ways in which magiſtrates, 
as well as miniſters, are to magnifie their 
office. Yet even theſe ſhould think ſoberly 
of themſelves, and not more highly than they 
ought to think. The thoughts of their civil 
greatneſs and dignity, ſhould be temper'd * 
tho'ts 


18 Mas à Norm, and 


tho'ts of their wore meanneſs and frailty, 
Pal. 82. 6, 7. I have ſaid, ye are gods: 
and all of you are children of the moſt high. 
But ye ſballl die like men, and fall like one 
F the princes. Then civil diſtinction ceaſes, 
and all the ſons of men are put upon a level. 
Job 21. 26. They ſhall lie down alike in the 
4, the worms ali cover them. 


CY 


3. Is man a worm, and the ſon of man a 


worm! let him not then contend with bis 


maker. 


There is in the carnal corrupt hearts of men 
a pronenels to this; to find fault with, murmur, 
and repine at the will of GOD in tome of his 


diſpenſations. A good man dare not allow 
_ himſelf to do thus, but he had need under ſome 


trials and events, to ſet a guard upon himſelf, 


leaſt he fall into it before he is aware. For, 


Who art thou O man, a worm, that thou 
ſboulaſt reply againſt God, arraign and charge 


his juſtice & ſovereignty ? Was it a meer equal 
We had to do with in tuch a providence, we 


might then inquire who did it, and demand 
the grounds and reaſons of it. But the in- 
finite diſtance there is between GOD and us 
muſt, reſtrain, govern, and ſilence us. He doth 
cuba ſoc des he pleaſes in the armies of hea= 
ven above, and among the inhabitants of the 


earth below.---He taketh away & none can 


binder him, nor may any /ay unto him, I hat 


docſh 
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doeth thog ? Dominion and fear are with 
him.---To contend with him is both ſinful and 
dangerous. Shall man be ſo raſh as to contend 
with his maker, who can tread. him to pieces, 
eaſier then he can a worm ? Ia, 45. 9. Wo to 
him that firiveth with his maker: let the 
potſherd ſtrice with: the potſherds of the 
earth : ſball the clay ſay to him that formes 
it, what makeſt thou? Ol inſtead of contend- 
ing with GOD, we ſhould ſubmit to him, in 
all his diſpenſations, willingly, patiently; ſhou'd 
2 adore his ſovereignty, acknowledge his juſtice 
and faithfulneſs, and acquit him of every thing 
that is hard or wrong. I zs the Lord let 
him do wbat ſeemeth him good.---Good is the 
word of the Lord. know, O Lord, that thy 
judgments are right, and that thonu in fait h- 
fulneſs haſt affiitted me. Righteous art 
hon, O Lord, and upright are thy judgments. 


4. How wonderful are the condeſcentions 


of God, to man that is à Worm, to the Jon. of 
17141; that iS Worm! | 


How i is it, that he will look up- 
on ſuch mean and worthleſs, ſuch vile & pol- 
luted creatures; that he will take any notice 
ol our perſons, or any care of our intereſts; 

that he will hear our prayers at any time, ac- 
cepr our ſervices, and take us into covenant 
and communion with himſelf! O! how won- 


derful, that he has redeem'd 8 company of 
D worms 
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is help, who will not fail thoſe that truſt in 
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worms With ſuch a glorious price, not with 
corruptible thingy, as ſilver and gold, but 
:avith the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a 
Jamb without blemiſh and without ſpot ! 
That he will make any of us his temples, and 
dwell in us by his ſpirit now; and that he will 


hereafter take us to. dwell. with him in his 


Kingdom, and there reyeale his glory to us and 
in us; where ſuch worms of the duſt, ſhall 
ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
as the ſtars ſorever and ever; ſhall be with 
the angels, and like unto em! That may well 
be our admuring language, Job 7. 17, What 
i man that thou ſhouldſt magnifie him © and 
bat thou ſbouldſt jet thine heart upon him? 


5. Let us learn to ceaſe from man who is 
a worm, and from the ſon of man who is a 
worm; for wherein is he to be accounted of ? 

We ſhould conſider not only our 1elves, but 
the ſe near and dear to us, as worms, weak and 
impotent creatures, ſoon and ecaſily cruſh'd ; 
and this conlideration ſhould moderate our 
affections to them, and our expectations from 
them. Creatures, the higheſt and beſt of them, 
are no more to be truſted in than a worm. Pal. 


146, 3. 4. Put not your truſt in princes, nor 


in the ſon of man, in whom there is no help. 
His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his 


earth: in that very day his thoughts periſh. 


There is indeed @ ſon of man, in whom there 


him, 
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him. For tho' he ſaid of himſelf, that he was 
a worm and no man, he is yet the mighty God, 
and the everlaſting father: Bleſſed are all 
they who put their truſt in him: ſuch ſhall 
not be confounded world without end. But 
all other ſons of men, are like the man they 
ſprang from, a worm; and the more any truſt 
in them, the greater will be their diſappoint= 
ment from them. 
This leads me to add, 

6. Since man is but a worm, and the ſon of 
man but a, worm, let us learn to fruſt in the 
living God, and to make him our refuge and 
help. 

The worms, as if they were ſenſible'of their 
own weakneſs and inability to help and defend 

; themſelves, when any danger approaches, run 
a into the carth for ſafety: ſo let us make GOD 
? 3} our refuge. His name is aſtrong tower: the 
t righteous runneth into it, and is ſafe, 
d Prov. 18. 10. 80 the Pialmiſt ſpeaks of 
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„ 600, Pfal. 18. a, The Lord is my rock, and 
r | way fortreſs, and my deliverer: my God, my 
m Jfrength in whom I will truſt ; my buckler, 
mn, | and the horn of my ſalvation, and my high 
l. over. And happy is he who thus makes the 


or (zod of Jacob his help, and whoſe hope is in 
Pp. the Lord his God. Such need not be inordi- 


15 | nately afraid of any enemies or dangers, See 
hb, | how GOD encourages his people, ready 
Tre | To be diſcourag'd with a ſence of their own 


in | weakneſs, Ila, 41. 14 Fear not thou 
m. ; D 2 W ORAL 
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WORM JACOB, and je men of Iſrael : 1 
vill help thee, ſaith the Lord, and thy re- 
aeemer, the holy one of Iſrael. A worn need 
not fear any thing, if GOD be for him, and 
with him. GOD can carry 4 poor weak 
worm well thro' all the difficulties and dangers 
of this evil world; can make 4 poor weak 
Worm to come off a conquerer, and more than 
a conquerer, over ſatan and all his ſpiritual 
enemies; can make a poor Weak Worm victo- 
rious over the king of ter1ors, death, the laſt 
enemy that is to be deſtroy'd, Theretore fear 
not, O believer, tho' thou art a worm, ſince 
the Lord thy redeemer, the holy one of IIrael, 


has faid, [ wzll help thee. 


7. Let us take heed that we be not worms 
in reſpeft of the earthileſs and carnality of 
our minds, as we are in reſpect of the ori- 
ginal and conſtitution of our bodies. 

Man is indeed a worm, and the ſon of man 
a worm ; yet is there 4 ſpirit in man, a ratio. 
nal immortal f pirit, O! let us take care that 
the precious foul be not loſt and buried in the 
duſt of the body, the mire of the fleſh ! Let 
us not have - earthly minds as well as badies, 
Let not our ſouls pant after the duſt of the 
earth! Let us not mind earthly thing*, as if 
we were to live no where but upon the earth! 
Let us not care for the body to the neglect of 
the ſoul : For what is a man profited, if he 


ball gain 1 He Wale World, and loſe his own 
| fault 


. 
* 
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foul ? or what ſhall a man give in exchange 


for his ſoul ? Worldly covetous men are fit» 
ly call'd earth worms. Let us diſdain the 
character; and therefore ariſe and ſhake our 
ſelves from the duſt of this world, & ſet our afe. 
fections not on things on the carth; but as riſen 
with CHRIST, ſeek the things above, where 
He is at the right hand of GOD. Let the 
Pſalmiſts language be ours, Pſal. 17. lat. end, 
Deliver my /oul from the wicked, which is 
thy ſword: From men which are thy hand, O 
Lord, from men of the world, which have 
their portion in this life, and whoſe belly 
thou filleſs with thy hid treaſure : they are 


full of children, and leave the reſt of their 


ſubſtance to their babes. As for me, I will 

behold thy face in righteouſneſs : I ſhall be 

ſatisfied, when I awake, with thy likeneſs. 
\ 

8. laſtly, Is man à worm, and the ſon of 
man a worm ? Let us then think much 
from whence we were taken, and whither 
we are returning! Think our ſelves to be 
duſt returning to the duſt. Mat is our 
ſtreng th, that we ſhould hope to live a great 
while in this world? And what 1s our end 


that we ſhould expect to prolong our life? Is 


our ſtrength the itrengta of ſtones ? Or is our 


fleſh of braſs? No, we are worms, weak, frail, 
corruptible crcatures, eaſily cruſh'd to death 


by accidents or by diſeaſes ; that came a lit- 
| tle while ago out of the carth, and are ſoon 


rcturning 
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returning into it. Let us then be often look- 

ing into the grave, and making death famili- 

ar to our ſel ves: Let us frequently ſay to and 
within our ſelves, as Job, 17, ch. 1 3,14, 1 5, 16, ver. 
If I wait, the grave is mine houſe: I have 

made my bed in darkneſs. I have ſaid to 
corruption, Zhou art my father: tothe worm, 

Thou art my mother, and my ſiſter. And 
where is now my hope? as for my hope, who 

ſball ſee it? They go down to the bars of 
the pit, when our reſt together is in the duſt. 

But let us not content our ſelves with filent 
meditations on death and the grave, but. be 
excited to holy anddiligent preparations there- 
for. Let us take that important advice, Eccl. 
9. 10, Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might ; for there is no work, nor 

device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the 

grave whither thou goeſt. £ 

In a little time we ſhall all without exemp- 

tion, be inſtances to verifie and illuſtrate the 
humbling truth we have been now contemp- 
lating. For what man is he that Jiveth, 
and ſhall not ſee death ? ſhall he deliver his 
foul from the hand of the grave? Who knows 
how ſoon his own turn ſhall come, or who 
among us ſhall be removed next? who ſhall 
by death be next ſtruck out of the lift of the 
living, ſtruck off the tage of action, and put 
out of his poſts of honour. and ſervice? Let 
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us therefore be quickned to work the works of Þ 


him that ſent us while it is day. To fill up 
| Our 
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our little ſpace of uncertain time, with faith 
ful diligence and proper duty. To improve 
the talents we are intruſted with, to the pur- 

{es of the divine glory, and the intereſt of 
GOD's kingdom in the world. Let us act in 
our private capacities, and public ſtations, un- 
der the powerful impreſſions of an approach- 
ing change, and a final account. Let us not 
forget our own ſpiritual and everlaſting con- 
cerns, thro' the hurries of ſecular buſineſs and 
civil employments. While we endeavour Z0 
ſerve our generation, let us not neglect t 
work out our own ſalvation. 

Let us therefore fly to the bleſſed redeemer 
for reconciliation and acceptance with GOD ! 
Let us ſeek the renewing ſanctify ing influences 
of the bleſſed ſpirit! Let us act with a conſtant. 
regard to the divine word as our rule, and to 
the divine glory as our end, and ina continual 
dependance upon the diyine grace,to enable us 
both to will &do what is well pleaſing inthe 
{light of GOD, and to hold out withunfainting 
perſeverance to the end! So may we come to 
lie down in the grave, & make our bed in that 
darkneſs, in a believing expeQation, that theſe 
bodies by which we are allied to the worms, and 
which are ſown in weakneſs, diſhonour & cor- 
ruption, ſhall ſhortly be rais'd in power, and 
glory and incorruption, and faſhion'd ike to 
CHRIST's glorious body, according to the 
mighty working whereby He is able even te 
ſubdue all things to Himſelf! 
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